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Fleece are the first of the world’s treasures. I'herc 
are no better stories to be found in books ; no 
personages better worth knowing. 

Mythology, as has been said, likc_ a parent’s 
blood has passed into all the veins of literature. 
All great literature is saturated witli allusion to 
the classical myths and legends, and a knowledge 
of them is often needed if we would appreciate the 
best in our own literature. 

The present volume summarises the main 
incidents and events and introduees the principtd 
figures in the Iliad and the O./vx'fv atid the 
Mneidt with copious extracts from the best 
translations. If the book serves as an intro- 
duction to a wider reading it will have served a 
good purpose. 


FOREWORD 


T IIK romiintic myths ami Icgeiuis of the 
ancients, largely concerned with the cieeds 
ot the gods, form die basis of literature. Our 
liebt to l iomer is incalculable ; both as poetry 
and as history the Uuul and the Odyssey hold a 
place a[iart in world-literature. W'e cun hardly 
realise what might have, happenetl if they had not 
lu'en piasserved. '1 hrough all the Ages ihev have 
lyen (junteil. .People who have not read a single 
line of any translation of I iomer, yet know some- 
thing (d the chief 1 lomerie characters. 'Phey 
know wh.at is meant by " 1 lomerie grandeur *' or 
“Homeric laughter”; they have heard of 
Achilles and his valour ; of 1 feetor and Ajax and 
Nestor; ot Paris, and the beautiful Helen of 
'Proy ; of Hlysses and his wanderings ; of 
.Penelope and Andromache and the rest of 
i lomerie women. 'I’hcy have heard of the fear- 
some Polyphemus, of the enchantress Circe, of 
.^cylla and Charjbdis, and many another classic 
name. Atul the great love stories (d‘ yihieas and 
I Hdo ; the tragic affair of Aganicmnon and 
Clytcmnestra ; and the stories of the (iolden 



